Problematic situations in nursing: analysis of Orlando's theory based on Dewey's theory of inquiry.
Orlando's theory, proposed as a framework to use in problematic situations, was analysed using Dewey's theory of inquiry. This analysis revealed that Orlando's concepts are remarkably similar to those of Dewey. Each used an organizing principle that was derived from the meaning of experience and both view investigation as a serial process using facts and ideas to determine the problem and its solution. Several areas in Orlando's work could be enhanced and extended through the formulations of Dewey. The analysis supports the use of Orlando's theory in problematic situations.